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*Birthdays*
01/05 Lani Brown-Worley
01/19 Kevin Handt
01/23 Isaac Czech
01/23 Dave Rieder

Sharing Good News
St. Faul’s UCC Delane, Minnesota
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*Dates to be Noted*
01/01 New Year’s Day
01/05 Communion
01/20 Martin Luther King Day

01/26 Council Meeting
(following fellowship)

St. Paul’s UCC has the Delano
Helping Hands Food Shelf
duty for the month of January.
We need at least five people
for each of the dates listed
below where we are coming
up short: 01/09, 01/11, 01/16
(two shifts), 01/23 and 01/30.
The Sign Up sheet is located
by the church office.
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*Fellowship Hosts

01/05 Brunch(Search Committee)
01/12 Open
01/19 Open
01/26 Open
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Pastor's Note: January 2024

“. .. Behold, | make all things new.”
— Rev. 21:5

Jonathan Edwards was one of the great religious leaders of early America. He was a pastor of the Congregational
tradition, serving in New England in the early 1700’s. His sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” is often credited with
starting what became known as “The First Great Awakening”, a revival that moved many people to a closer personal
commitment to God.

What many people do not know is that Edwards was also a writer. Not only did he write some of the first American
theological works, but his essay on human emotions is credited as the first American essay on psychology. Edwards
maintained a wide variety of interests and was open to the intellectual movements of his day.

In 1722, a young Edwards wrote a number of New Year’s resolutions. His first resolution read as follows:
Resolved, that | will do whatever | think will bring God the most
glory, knowing that also will be to my own best good, throughout
my entire life. Resolved to do whatever | consider to be my duty
for the good of mankind in general, no matter how difficult.

There followed 14 more resolutions, the last reading, “Let there be something of patience and kindness in all that |
speak.” At the top of the list, he made a note to himself to “Remember to read over these Resolutions once a week.”
Throughout these resolutions, Edwards balanced commitments to honor God and to show love to others.

What resolutions have you thought of making this year? God gives us this gift of a new year. What shall we do with it?
As individuals? As a community of faith? Whatever we each decide, we can use Edwards’ balance as an example: to seek to
point to God and to love others in all we do.

God’s Peace, Pastor Kent

Announcements

Thank you for your support of St. Paul’s in 2024!

We deeply appreciate your commitment to our community of faith. We are thankful for your attendance and
contributions, your service on committees, and your volunteering. Without you, this community of faith would not continue.

Church Council nominations 2025

Per our By-Laws, any interested party in running for Church Council, may declare

interest as early as November 1, 2024. All interested parties will be announced two weeks prior to the Annual Meeting which
will take place on February 16th. It appears we may have 2 possible openings.

Tuesday Evening Study Group Resumes January 14th

The study group will begin to study a book by Walter Brueggemann on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Chosen?: reading the
Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Books will be available.

Financial Review for December 1—31, 2024

Income/Offerings: $13,852
Expenses: $6,999
Net Income: $6,853
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Community Support for St Paul’s

Our church and its members spend much time, effort and capital in the local community. It is always nice to know when the
community loves us back. Cor Trust Bank in Delano has been supporting our mission here at St Paul’s for many years. This
year, like many others, they have sent a significant donation to our church to help continue our work. See below their words.

“We value your mission within the Delano community and beyond. As we look to 2025, we know that your church’s role will be
significant in providing support, hope and a source of confidence for the people of our community.”

Attention Congregation:
Please circle the date of February 16, 2025. That will be the Sunday that we have our Annual Meeting following the service.

The two-year commitment for our Church Council has been completed by two members: Dave Rieder and Jim Holm. (they
both have thrown their hats back in the ring).

As it stands today, we then have three people that wish to run for our Church Council. There may be more. Your attendance,
(especially members) is very important. You know all three well and will continue to service our church.

Jim Holm- for several terms has taken excellent care of our finances.

Dave Rieder- Dave has been here most of his life and saves this church thousands of dollars a year with
all his efforts.

Lani Brown-Worley- Among many outreach efforts, Lani has also continued to help keep us engaged in
social justice work.

We will continue to except any candidates up and until the date of the Annual Meeting Pray over it and will we see you in
February.

Mike Hagerty, President

The Council didn't meet in December therefore, no minutes for December. As noted on page 1, they will meet on January 26.

Pastoral Search Committee Announcement

There will be a BRUNCH following the worship service on Sunday, Jan. 5th,hosted by the members of the Search Committee.
(You don’t have to bring anything.)

The Search Committee will have a presentation to share the results of the Pastoral Search Inventory. The survey results are
intended to stimulate discussion about our congregation, its ministry, mission, and leadership needs.

The survey provides the Search Committee with a portrait of our congregation that will help us as we begin the next step in our
pastoral search, the creation of our LOCAL CHURCH PROFILE.

Our completed LOCAL CHURCH PROFILE is the document that answers the questions:
WHO ARE WE NOW
WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOR
WHO IS GOD CALLING US TO BECOME
The LOCAL CHURCH PROFILE is shared with prospective new pastors and includes a POSITION POSTING.
Thank you for sharing your comments and questions as we continue our work.
Search Committee members:
Deanna Becker Judy Crosby
Mike Hagerty Shala Holm
Shelly Hussing  Laura McDonald
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Pic’s from Christmas Eve Service
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Pic’s from Christmas Eve Service Continued




Sharing Good News

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
201 Buffalo Street

PO. Box 187

Delano, MN 55328

January 2025

Church Phone: (763) 972-6689
Pastor Phone: (507)-458-0757 All are welcome at our in-person services, Sundays

Interim Rev. Kent Meyer’s Hours: at 9:15 AM . Sunday sermons are available via our

YouTube channel on our website.
Tuesday 1:00 pm—7:30 pm
www.delanoucc.org

Email: delanoucc@gmail.com

SAINT PAUL'S
United Church of Christ

The church that makes a differences




